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President Obama’s Remarks on

International Women’s Day

“On International Women’s Day, the United States
celebrates the many achievements and milestones in
the ongoing struggle for gender equality around the
world, and reaffirms our commitment to accelerating
progress. We are committed to a future in which our
daughters and sons have equal opportunities to thrive,
because when women succeed, communities and
countries succeed. With this promise in mind, we are
launching new initiatives on women’s political
participation and economic empowerment, combating
violence against women, promoting women’s roles
and perspectives in conflict prevention and peace-
building, and supporting the work of UN Women and
other key partners.”

See Also:

President Obama’s Proclamation on Women’s History
Month
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America House in Jerusalem

is pleased to announce the following upcoming programs in Jerusalem

Renewable Energy and You! How Small Changes Can Have Big Results

with Thomas Culhane
March 14, 2012, 3:00 PM at America House

Are you concerned about your environment? Are you looking for inspiration to
do more?

Then join us at America House for an interactive presentation by Mr. Thomas
Culhane on “Renewable Energy and Green Technologies”.

Mr. Culhane, an environmentalist, a musician, and a real-life “clown” will show
us how simple and fun it is to produce gas for kitchen and heating use out of
simple materials.

Please Note: The presentation will be delivered in English with Arabic translation.

Focus on the U.S. Presidential Election System:
Digital Video Conference on Arab-American Participation in the Presidential Election Process

with Michigan State Representative, Rashida Tlaib
March 15, 2012, 2:15 PM at America House

Representative Rashida H. Tlaib was first elected to the Michigan House of Representatives for
the 12th House District (Detroit) in 2008. A daughter of Palestinian immigrants,
Representative Tlaib made history by becoming the first Muslim woman elected to the
Michigan Legislature.

During this digital video conference, participants will learn more about the role of Arab-
Americans in the U.S. political process — at the federal, state and local levels. Rep. Tlaib will

1also discuss how Arab-Americans vote, and how they influence the larger political narrative.
* Please Note: The presentation will be delivered in Arabic. Interpretation will be available.

For both of these events, we kindly request that you RSVP to JerusalemAmericaHouse @state.qov

To be added to America House’s mailing list, please e-mail JerusalemAmericaHouse @state.gov
America House is the U.S. Consulate General in Jerusalem’s cultural center In East Jerusalem and was established in 2010
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Secretary Clinton on International Women’s Day

“Today, we honor women from all corners of the globe and the unique contributions they make. For over
one hundred years, International Women’s Day has been a beacon of hope for so many women on the
frontlines of progress who have fought to lift up their communities, their societies and change our world.

We have made enormous progress in recent history... But challenges still remain. Too many women have
found their attempts to participate in government, in the economy, and in society blocked. Women still
disproportionately suffer from poverty and violence. Their voices are muffled and their presence denied
at the places where critical decisions are made. They face nationality laws that deny them equal rights to
citizenship. And women and girls are all too frequently deprived of access to reproductive healthcare,
education, and the credit needed to launch small businesses...

The United States is committed to making women and their advancement a cornerstone of our foreign
policy not just because it’s the right thing to do. Investing in women and girls is good for societies, and it
is also good for the future prosperity of countries... So let us recommit ourselves to a future of equality.”

Secretary Clinton at the International Women of Courage Awards Ceremony

“We want a great crescendo of voices, an international chorus that says clearly and unequivocally that
women and girls deserve the same rights and opportunities as their fathers and brothers and sons. And
today, we will hear remarkable stories from our honorees. They come from diverse and distant places,
but in one important way they all walk the same path. They, too, are working tirelessly for justice. They
are working for accountability. They are working for freedom, and they are working tirelessly to improve
the lives of women and girls... And while we honor them today, we know that tomorrow their work will
and must continue so that every woman and girl someday will have the opportunity to live up to her own
God-given potential.”

See Also: First Lady Michelle Obama Speaks at the International Women of Courage Awards

See Also: Remarks by Ambassador-at-Large for Global Women's Issues on International Women's Day

See Also: Women of Courage Send a Message to the World
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U.S. Consulate General Kicks Off
Women’s History Month with
Performances by All-Female American
Rock Band, Antigone Rising

On February 27, as a kick-off to its
commemoration of Women’s History Month in
March, the U.S. Consulate General in Jerusalem
hosted all-female American rock band, Antigone
Rising, for a cultural exchange program that
included live performances and outreach events
in the West Bank and Jerusalem, from February
25-27,2012.

Hundreds turned out to see performances at the
Intercontinental Hotel in Bethlehem on Saturday,
February 25; at the Caesar Hotel in Ramallah on
Sunday, February 26; and at the YMCA on Nablus
Road in Jerusalem on Monday, February 27. Lead
singer Nini Camps was joined by fellow band
members Kristen Henderson, Cathy Henderson
and Dena Tauriello. In addition to the public
performances, Antigone Rising held cultural
outreach events at a women'’s festival in Ni’lin
Village, an exclusive performance at the old city
of Bir Zeit for participants of the U.S. Consulate
General-sponsored Ghaneeha! Season 3 and the
Palestinian Youth Empowerment and
Volunteerism Program, and a choir rehearsal at
the Schmidt School in Jerusalem. Delighted by the
blending of Palestinian culture and American
music, Dena Tauriello said, “We’ve had a truly
amazing experience here. We’ve been
overwhelmed by the hospitality of our new
Palestinian friends and have been astounded by
the talent of the artists, dancers and musicians
among them. ”

March is recognized in the U.S. as National
Women'’s History Month, and the U.S. Consulate
General in Jerusalem has many upcoming events
to commemorate the historical achievements of
women around the world. Speaking about the
program, the Consulate General’s Counselor for
Press and Cultural Affairs, Frank Finver, stated,
“Antigone Rising’s visit marks an exciting launch
for an event-filled month. The historical and
cultural contributions of women, both Palestinian
and American, are something that all of us can
celebrate. Antigone Rising’s music speaks to
themes that unite us all as human beings, and |
hope that Palestinian audiences enjoyed hearing
their messages of empowerment, equality, and
hope."

Anhgone Rising
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Consul General Rubinstein Attends Young Women Entrepreneurs Graduation
Ceremony in Hebron

On February 29, American Consul General Daniel Rubinstein attended the graduation ceremony of the
Middle East Partnership Initiative (MEPI)-funded Palestine Polytechnic University “Young Women IT
Entrepreneurship & Incubation” Program in Hebron. The program provided training to 57 young female
entrepreneurs and supported the incubation of five new businesses. Consul General Rubinstein said
during the event: "To the 57 graduates here today who have put forth a tremendous effort to complete
this rigorous training program: Congratulations! You are the future of Palestinian economic development
and prosperity. Your dreams, innovations and the small projects you start will strengthen the Palestinian
economy, laying the foundation for a future, independent and prosperous Palestinian state living side by
side in peace and security with Israel. The skills you learned through this program will serve you well as
you seek to pursue your dreams and professional vocations. You are off to a bright start." Click here to
read the Consul General’s full remarks.
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Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities and U.S. Consulate General Inaugurate Conservation
Project at Tell Es Sultan, Jericho

On March 1, Her Excellency Dr. Khouloud Daibes and American Consul General Daniel Rubinstein hosted a
ceremony at Tell Es Sultan in Jericho to commemorate the completion of a conservation project funded by
the State Department’s Ambassador’s Fund for Cultural Preservation. The project, entitled, "Restoration and
Protection of Trench One, Tell Es Sultan," was implemented by the Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities,
which built an observation platform and bridge over Trench One. The project allows for improved safety at
the site and ease of viewing of the Neolithic Tower inside Trench One.

Speaking at the opening of the ceremony, Consul General Rubinstein said, "The United States Government has
worked in partnership with Palestinian organizations over the years to support the development of a
culturally sensitive and sustainable tourism industry in the Palestinian territories. This conservation and
preservation project will help ensure that Palestinians and tourists alike will have the opportunity to enjoy
the great treasures to be found here at Tell Es Sultan for many years to come."

Read the Consul General’s full remarks.
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Special Adviser for Global Youth Issues Addresses Youth in Jerusalem and Bethlehem

On February 24, the U.S. Consulate General in Jerusalem hosted Special Adviser to Secretary Clinton for Global
Youth Issues, Ronan Farrow. The tour, which included visits to Jerusalem and Bethlehem, aimed to discuss issues
related to American diplomacy and ways to engage youth who are active in their communities. At America House
in Jerusalem, Farrow attended sessions with U.S. Consulate-sponsored youth outreach projects like the English
Access Microscholarship Program and the Palestinian Youth Empowerment and Volunteerism Program. The young
students shared their experiences, both as U.S. Consulate outreach programs participants and as young
Palestinians facing social and economic challenges.

In the West Bank, Mr. Farrow addressed 60 students and faculty at Bethlehem University, where he identified
many challenges common to young people in the region, but also offered hopeful and viable solutions. Click here
for the full story. Also, check out this video on Youth Empowerment!

See Also: Secretary Clinton on Global Youth Engagement
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e-Journal USA: Enterprising Women, Thriving Societies

= U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE @ BUREAU OF INTERNATIONAL INFORMATION PROGRAMS

Read in PDF Format

Study after study has shown that the economic empowerment of women leads to poverty alleviation. As
countries’ economic output grows, the range of options for women to contribute to the economy expands.
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, citing economists, said that “women’s increased participation in the

global labor market in the developed world accounted for a greater share of global growth than China’s” over
the last decade.

Around the world women entrepreneurs are increasingly visible as they start and grow their ventures into
successful small businesses or global enterprises. Yet women’s business potential is far from being fully realized.
In both developed and developing countries, would-be women entrepreneurs need better access to training,
capital and technical resources, as well as more exposure to business opportunities in the greater global supply
chain.

This issue of eJournal USA encourages women to pursue their entrepreneurial ambitions. It cites the experiences
of businesswomen around the world and features successful women entrepreneurs who can serve as role
models. It also identifies barriers and best practices for overcoming them.
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Upcoming Webchats: Let Your Voice Be Heard!

FortuneWomen: Online and Mobile
Fundraising Tips
Monday March 12 at 03:30 pm

Get tips for online and mobile fundraising for your
small business by joining a webinar with Liam Dall,
Director of Development at Vital Voices Global
Partnership, and Jenifer Snyder, Executive Director
of mGive. This program is part of the Fortune/U.S.
State Department Global Women’s Mentoring
Partnership, which connects emerging women
leaders around the world wth members of
Fortune’s Most Powerful Women Leaders.

This will be a video webchat in English. Please click
on the URL and enter as a Guest to participate.

Study in the USA: Mount Holyoke College
Thursday, March 15, 2012 at 2:00pm

Celebrate Women’s History Month and learn about
how you can study abroad at one of the best
women’s colleges in the United States. Join Darcy
Thoma, Admission Counselor for Mount Holyoke
College, who will give a presentation about
admission requirements, scholarship opportunities,
and answer your questions about life as a foreign
student there.

This will be a video webchat in English. Please click
on the URL and enter as a Guest to participate.

The U.S. Department of State Announces the 2012 Alumni Engagement Innovation Fund

to Support Exchange Alumni Projects that Tackle Global Challenges

The U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs (ECA) is pleased to announce
the 2012 Alumni Engagement Innovation Fund (AEIF), which aims to harness the leadership capacity of
exchange program alumni worldwide. There are currently more than one million alumni of United States
government-funded exchange programs. This competition gives these alumni the opportunity to form
partnerships with each other and U.S. missions abroad to spur innovative ideas and projects that address
global issues on a local, national, regional, and international level. ECA’s Office of Alumni Affairs will
conduct the competition on the State Alumni website at https://alumni.state.gov. Alumni are invited to
submit proposals between February 27, 2012 and March 30, 2012, at https://alumni.state.gov/aeif. The
Office of Alumni Affairs will announce AEIF award winners in mid-May 2012. Visit
https://alumni.state.gov/aeif to learn more about the submission process.
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STUDY IN THE U.S.
EXCHANGES.STATE.GOV

"Doors to Diplomacy" 2012 International Web Project Competition for Middle and High School Students:

The Department of State and the Global SchoolNet Foundation announce the 2012 "Doors to Diplomacy" award
competition, recognizing the student-created Global SchoolNet Web projects from around the globe that best teach
others about the importance of international affairs and diplomacy. To qualify, middle school and high school
students will work in small teams with teacher-coaches. Projects must be completed by March 15, 2012, and
winners will be announced in May 2012. Every team that enters a project will receive a special "Doors to Diplomacy"
certificate recognizing their achievement. Each student member of the two winning teams — one American and one
international — will also receive a $2,000 scholarship and the winning coaches’ schools will each receive a $500 cash
award.

For a complete description of the competition and information about eligibility and judging criteria, please visit

http://globalschoolnet.org/gsndoors/. For more information, contact Dr. Yvonne Marie Andres of Global SchoolNet
by phone at (760) 635-0001 or by e-mail at diplomacy@globalschoolnet.org or Wanda Ramsey of the Department of

State by e-mail at RamseyWC@state.gov.

Deadline: March 15, 2012

USG Department of State Citizen Exchanges Program

Applicants must be citizens of Jordan, Egypt, Israel or the Palestinian Territories, and cannot hold dual US citizenship.
They should be emerging professionals (roughly an age range of 25-40) and prefer some professional experience and
evidence for advancement in their field. A successful applicant will have excellent English skills. The program is fully
paid for (travel, meals, and lodging) and includes generous book and cultural entertainment allowances.

Deadline: October 31, 2012.
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International and Regional News
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Libyan Prime Minister ElKeib Visits the White
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Secretary Clinton Say Libya’s New Leaders Making

Quick Progress
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U.S. Contribution for More Humanitarian Aid for
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U.S. Special Representative Balderston on “The
Tunisian Example”

President Obama Seeks $7.9 Billion for Global
Health in 2013

USAID Launches New Center to Promote
Democracy, Human Rights
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